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Weert 
• Distance to catering: 500 m 
•  Distance to town centre: 500 m

Nederweert 
• Distance to catering: 500 m 
•  Distance to town centre: 500 m

Hamont-Achel 
• No mooring facilities

Neerpelt 
• Distance to catering: 500 m 
•  Distance to town centre: 500 m

Overpelt 
• No mooring facilities

Lommel 
• Distance to catering: 50 m 
•  Distance to town centre: 9 km

Bocholt 
• Distance to catering: 200 m 
•  Distance to town centre: 200 m

Bree 
• Distance to catering: 800 m 
•  Distance to town centre: 800 m

Maaseik 
• Distance to catering: 800 m/3 km 
•  Distance to town centre: 800 m/3 km

Dilsen-Stokkem 
• Distance to catering: 500 m 
•  Distance to town centre: 300 m

Maasmechelen 
• Distance to catering: 300 m 
•  Distance to town centre: 4 km

Lanaken 
• Distance to catering: 3 km/6 km 
•  Distance to town centre: 3 km/6 km

Maastricht 
• Distance to catering: 200 m 
•  Distance to town centre: 50 m

Kinrooi 
• Distance to catering: 500 m 
•  Distance to town centre: 1 km

www.dewillemsroute.eu

The Willemsroute is the tempting alternative for sailing from 
Roermond or Den Bosch to Maastricht and vice versa. This 
splendid route is primarily intended for recreational waterway 
users who want to do more than just sail from A to B. An easily 
navigable and pleasant route that goes past numerous attrac-
tive locations in the Netherlands and in Belgian Limburg.

The route goes via the Wessem-Nederweert canal, the Zuid-Willemsvaart and the historic route 
through Maastricht to ’t Bassin, the atmospheric and historic harbour in the centre of the old city. The 
Willemsroute is a quiet route with small locks and plenty of mooring sites. The area around the route 
itself is recreational and highly attractive. There is a minimum of 5 metres headroom on the 
Willemsroute.*

Visit the Dutch and Belgian provinces of Limburg
If you would like to visit both the Dutch and Belgian parts of Limburg by boat, you should take the 
Willemsroute, which crosses both provinces. Enjoy all the beauty that the surroundings have to offer. 
If you have the time, consider taking the branch that goes through a splendid piece of Flanders: the 
Bocholt-Herentals canal towards Lommel and Leopoldsburg (in Belgian Limburg). But do note: a 
waterway network toll sticker is needed for sailing on the Flemish part of the Zuid-Willemsvaart. 

Work on the Julianakanaal
Rijkswaterstaat – the Dutch Department of Public Works and Water Management – is currently 
lengthening the locks at the Dutch towns of Born, Maasbracht and Heel. This means that a considera-
ble proportion of the lock capacity on the Julianakanaal is unavailable for some time. To avoid long 
waiting times and to help recreational traffic such as you, a splendid alternative route is being 
offered. Have a look at the map for more information about the waterways and the surroundings  
of the Willemsroute.

The ‘temptations’ of the Willemsroute: 
•	attractive	and	calm	recreational	route
•	only	navigable	for	recreational	vessels	and	smaller	professional	craft
•	attractive	small	locks	with	minimal	height	differences
•	low	banks	giving	you	a	good	view	of	the	magnificent	surroundings
•	nice	towns	along	the	route,	both	in	the	Dutch	and	Belgian	parts	of	Limburg
•	plenty	of	mooring	sites
•	numerous	tourist	attractions	and	catering	venues	along	the	route
•	easy	access	to	the	familiar	cycling	and	walking	route	networks

Have a look at www.dewillemsroute.eu for more information about this attractive route,  
the work on the Julianakanaal and the mandatory sailing permit.. 

*  The only exception to this minimum headroom is the historic boating route through Maastricht.  
The minimum headroom here is 3.31m. However, an alternative route through the Bosscherveld lock is available.

 

History of the Zuid-Willemsvaart
There was a route by water from Maastricht to ’s Hertogenbosch (or ‘Den Bosch’) even before the 

Zuid-Willemsvaart was dug: the River Maas. This did mean a major detour, though. Moreover, the Maas 

was often very shallow and therefore only navigable for five months of the year. The Willemsvaart is 

named after the Dutch king William I, who decided in 1822 that a connecting canal should be dug 

between Maastricht and ’s Hertogenbosch. Excavations started in 1823 and the canal was completed 

three years later. When another Willemsvaart was dug later in the province of Drenthe, the canal in 

Brabant got the sobriquet ‘Zuid’, meaning South.
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Maasgouw 
• Distance to catering: 100 m 
•  Distance to town centre: 200 m



Weert
Weert is a town of tradition and culture, of shops 
and friendliness as well as events and nature. 
Modern Weert still has the authentic character  
of times past. Weert is the Gateway to Limburg 
and a world full of surprises. 

Weert is known for its tart known as “Weerter vlaai”, but the 
town has a lot more to offer too. Weert has a rich history, is 
situated in an attractive green area and organises a number 
of internationally known events every year. Weert is a good 
base for trips to the local area and the nearby nature areas. 
The town is also on the Limburg cycle network. Walking 
routes and a variety of (boating) arrangements can be 
obtained from the VVV tourist office and the ANWB. 

For waterway users
The transient harbour at Weert has room for about twenty 
vessels. A variety of facilities are available that can be used 
after paying a deposit: toilet, water tap, electricity and 
facilities for emptying chemical toilets and waste water 
tanks. You can moor there for a maximum of 3x 24 hours. 
The harbour is close to Weert town centre and the 

Muntpassage shopping centre. Numerous cafes and 
restaurants are in walking distance too. The harbour also 
gives you easy access to the cycle network.

Hints:
•	 Sint-Martinuskerk	(church,	2)
•	 Municipal	museum,	with	two	sites	(1,4)
•	 The	Muntpassage	shopping	centre
•	 Saturday	market
•	 Birgitinessenklooster	(convent)
•	 Outdoor	cafes	on	the	Markt	and	the	Nieuwe	Markt	(3)
•	 Shipping	museum

Contact
VVV tourist office Weert
Maasstraat 18, 6001 EC Weert
Tel.: +31 (0)495-586961
More information www.weert.nl

Nederweert
On the border between the Dutch provinces of 
Limburg and Brabant, where three waterways 
meet, you will find Nederweert. It offers you 
nature, peace and space, although it also has  
a characteristic town centre, attractive listed 
buildings, atmospheric outdoor cafes and an 
open air museum.

Nederweert can easily be seen on foot. Two well-signposted 
ANWB walking routes start at the church in Kerkstraat. It is 
also an excellent place for those who love cycling. 
Nederweert is on the Limburg cycle network. The splendid 
Groote	Peel	national	park	(1)	in	nearby	Ospeldijk	can	be	
admired on foot or by bicycle from the various landing 
places in Nederweert.

For waterway users
Nederweert has its own transient harbour, where you can 
stay for a maximum of two days. The harbour has six 
moorings with drinking water facilities. There are numerous 
cafes and restaurants within walking distance of the 

harbour. You have to cross the bridge over the canal to get to 
them. The distance from the moorings to the centre of 
Nederweert is about 500 metres. 

Hints: 
•	 Eynderhoof	open	air	museum
•	 Canal	crossroads
•	 Hydroelectric	power	station
•	 	St.	Lambertuskerk	and	Mariakapel	(church	and	chapel)	(2,4)
•	 Nederweert	town	centre	(3)
•	 Mijl	op	Zeven	visitor	centre
•	 Weekly	market	on	Saturdays

Contact
VVV tourist office Weert
Maasstraat 18, 6001 EC Weert
Tel.: +31 (0)495-536800
More information: www.weert.nl

Hamont-Achel
The charming small town of Hamont-Achel is in 
the Kempen region of Belgium, in the very north 
of the province of Limburg, close to the Dutch 
border. Hamont-Achel has a captivating history 
and striking modern developments. The extensive 
nature areas and the historical heritage are the 
highlights of Hamont-Achel.

Hamont-Achel is one of the key Teutonic municipalities in 
North Limburg. It is the only municipality in Limburg where 
Teutons (travelling merchants) and Trappists came together. 
A lot of the heritage still reminds us of the Teutons. Achel 
also has the only Trappist monastery in the province.  
The open agricultural landscape, the extensive nature areas, 
the scented pine woods, the surprising historical remains in 
the centre and the lovely green Warmbeek valley make 
Hamont-Achel the perfect place for ramblers and cyclists. 
Hamont-Achel is right in the middle of the Kempen cycle 
route network in Brabant and Limburg. 

For waterway users 
Hamont-Achel does not have its own mooring facilities. 
The nearest transient harbour is called Welvaart, which is in 
Neerpelt. 

Hints:
	•	 	St.	Benedict’s	Abbey.	The	Achelse	Kluis	(2)	and	the	

Achelse Trappist (3)
•	 	The	Catharinadal	cheese	factory	with	its	world	champion	

blue cheese “Grevenbroecker” (1)
•	 Walking	in	the	Warmbeek	valley	(4)
•	 Grevenbroek	museum
•	 De	Tomp
•	 Grevenbroek	Castle
•	 Napoleon	Mill
•	 Typical	Teuton	houses

Contact
VVV Hamont-Achel vzw, Gen. Dempseylaan 1,  
3930 Hamont-Achel, Tel.: +32 (0)11 64 60 70
vvvhamont-achel@telenet.be
Dienst Vrije Tijd (Leisure Services Department)
Stad 40, 3930 Hamont-Achel (Hamont)
Tel.: +32 (0)11 44 50 40   
vrijetijd@hamont-achel.be

Bocholt
The municipality of Bocholt is situated at the 
junction of the Zuid-Willemsvaart and the 
Bocholt-Herentals canal. It is a small community 
in the very north of the Kempen area of Limburg, 
near the Dutch border: the Bocholt municipality 
consists of the four villages of Bocholt, Kaulille, 
Reppel and Lozen.

Bocholt is an ideal place to relax. The many signposted 
cycling and walking routes and bridle paths such as the 
Sezoensroute or the Boerderijenroute (farm route) 
introduce the visitor to Bocholt and its surrounding area. 
Taste the atmosphere of when the tower was moved in 
1910, admire the craftsmanship of the mills, admire the 
beer brewer’s art or meet an alpaca (a type of lama). The 
sculpture garden full of copper artworks is worth a visit too. 

For waterway users 
The Heuvelzicht transient harbour was specially constructed 
for recreational craft in 1994. There is room for twenty 
boats, which are allowed to stay here for a maximum of 3x 
24 hours. Water, electricity, sanitation and a household 

waste container can be used here for a small fee. There is a 
shower	too.	During	the	winter	period	(October-March),	the	
harbour is reserved for boats that use a berth for longer. 
Heuvelzicht is only 500 metres from the centre of Bocholt. 

Hints: 
•	 Bocholt	Brewery	Museum	(3)
•	 Alpaca	farm	(4)
•	 Sint	Laurentius	church
•	 	Torenverplaatsingsmuseum	 

(museum about moving the tower in 1910)
•	 Albert	Vaesen	sculpture	garden	(2)
•	 Heuvelzicht	transient	harbour	(1)

Contact
Tourism Department
Dorpsstraat 16, 3950 Bocholt
Tel.: +32 (0)89-201930
More information: www.bocholt.be

Maasgouw
The municipality of Maasgouw consists of ten 
characteristic centres: Maasbracht, Wessem, 
Stevensweert, Thorn, Linne, Ohé en Laak, 
Brachterbeek, Heel, Panheel and Beegden. Each 
village centre has its own rich history and sights 
and should really be experienced. 

Walk through intimate and nostalgic streets, across 
medieval market squares and past listed houses: a visit to 
Wessem is certainly worthwhile. In Thorn you can enjoy the 
cosiness of a variety of catering venues within the 
enchanting ambience of this little white-coloured town. 
Visitors to Maasgouw can also enjoy sports and (water) 
recreation to their hearts’ content. The various historic 
village centres are surrounded by magnificent nature areas. 
Several walking routes (urban and rural) are available from 
the VVV tourist offices and all the village centres in 
Maasgouw are connected to the cycle network.

For waterway users
Maasbracht and Wessem are important nodes for 
recreational craft in the municipality of Maasgouw. There 

are various landing places, one of which is the landing stage 
for transients in Maasbracht. It is only 500 metres from the 
centre, and there are catering venues less than 100 metres 
away. Wessem also has several landing places for 
recreational craft, including the Wessem landing stage for 
transients, which is approximately 200 metres from the 
centre. Linne and Stevensweert also have landing stages for 
transients. Do please note that these landing stages are not 
situated on the Willemsroute, although they still are a 
beautiful starting point for a trip along the route.

Hints:
•	 Thorn,	the	little	white	town	(3)
•	 Stevensweert	fortifications
•	 Linnerweerd	nature	area	(1)
•	 Hompesche	Molen	(mill,	4)
•	 Wessem	(2)

Contact
VVV tourist office Midden-Limburg, Thorn branch office
Wijngaard 8, 6017 AG Thorn
Tel.: 0900-202-5588
More information: www.gemeentemaasgouw.nl

Maaseik
Maaseik is the beating heart of the Maasland 
part of Limburg. It’s a small town with a big 
heart for its visitors. Maaseik has everything that 
a tourist needs: culture, recreation, nature, 
shops and plenty of cafés and restaurants. 

Maaseik has a splendid market square surrounded by 
historical facades and cosy outdoor cafes. There are also a lot 
of museums and other sights. The town of Maaseik also has 
the oldest private pharmacy in Belgium and the oldest gospel 
book from the Benelux, the Codex Eyckensis. There is also a 
lot to learn in Maaseik about the Van Eyck brothers, who 
were born here. The sub-municipalities of Neeroeteren and 
Opoeteren	are	excellent	starting	points	for	long	journeys	of	
discovery	in	the	green	Oeter	valley.	The	walking	and	cycling	
paths in Maaseik take you to enchanting watermills, quiet 
spots and the rustic village of Aldeneik with its delicious wine.

For waterway users
Many boats are moored at an old canal branch called  
“’t Eilandje” (4) on the bank of the canal in Neeroeteren-
Maaseik. However, a few free spaces are nearly always 

available for passing boats. These spaces cannot be reserved, 
but do call +32 (0)479-652025 to check if there any free 
spaces. There are facilities here, though. There is a camp site, 
marina, a meadow for backpackers, a kayak club, brasserie, 
water-ski club, petanque area and a small play area. The 
transient harbour of “’t Eilandje” at Neeroeteren-Maaseik is 
800 metres from the centre of Neeroeteren. The Heerenlaak 
marina is the largest marina in the vicinity of Maaseik. This 
harbour is atmospheric by day and peaceful in the evenings. 
Heerenlaak has a lot of (recreational) facilities and features. 
The distance to the centre of Maaseik is three kilometres.

Hints:
•	 Maaseik	museums	(1)
•	 			Regionaal	Archeologisch	Museum
 (Regional Archaeological Museum)
•	 John	Selbach	museum
•	 Oldest	private	pharmacy	in	Belgium	(3)
•	 MAREC	marinas	(www.marec.be)	(2)
•	 Sint	Lambertus	church	

Contact
Maaseik Tourism
Markt 1, 3680 Maaseik
Tel.: +32 (0)89-819290, www.maaseik.be

Dilsen-Stokkem
Dilsen-Stokkem is a rural municipality in the 
Maasland area. It is a Belgian municipality 
consisting of five villages: Dilsen, Elen, Rotem, 
Lanklaar and Stokkem. Dilsen-Stokkem not only 
lies on the border between the Netherlands and 
Belgium, but also between the Maas valley and the 
Hoge Kempen National Park.

Dilsen-Stokkem has a number of charming village centres 
such	as	Stokkem	and	Oud-Dilsen.	Each	centre	has	its	own	
character. Stokkem became known for its thriving wickerwork 
industry and Lanklaar is known as “the most beautiful corner 
of Limburg”; they are certainly well worth visiting. But the five 
centres do have one thing in common: green is the 
predominant colour. The Rivierpark Maasvallei and Hoge 
Kempen National Park are great places to cycle or ramble. 
Dilsen-Stokkem is connected to the beautiful Limburgs cycle 
route network. You can rent a bicycle or a silent electric boat or 
visit the wickerwork museum at the Maascentrum De Wissen.

For waterway users 
The bank of the Zuid-Willemsvaart canal in Lanklaar is 

mostly taken up by the water-ski club’s speedboats. But a 
few free spaces are always available for passing boats. These 
spaces cannot be reserved and have no facilities. However, 
there is a café-restaurant on the bank with a large terrace 
and sanitary facilities. There are several cafés and restaurants 
in walking distance (approximately 300 metres) from the 
landing place. The centre of Lanklaar with all its facilities is 
500 metres from the landing place. The entire vicinity can be 
explored by bicycle, starting from the landing stages. 

Hints:
•	 Maascentrum	De	Wissen
•	 Unique	nature	experience	with	a	silent	electric	boat	(4)
•	 Lively	town	of	basket	makers
•	 Tivoli	and	old	canal	branch	to	Lanklaar	(3)
•	 Mariapark	with	old	tower	(2)
•	 Town	centre	of	Stokkem	(1)

Contact
Maascentrum De Wissen - VVV tourist office Dilsen-Stokkem
Maaspark zn, 3650 Dilsen-Stokkem
Telephone number: +32 (0)89-752171
More information: info@dewissen.be
www.dewissen.be - www.dilsen-stokkem.be

Overpelt
Overpelt has plenty to offer tourists. This 
municipality, which is part of the Kempen area 
in Belgium, provides a splendid green backdrop, 
making it absolutely ideal for cyclists and 
ramblers. The main sights are the Overpelt mills 
and many exhibits at the Mill museum.

There are four watermills on the Dommel, two windmills 
and	a	mill	museum,	so	the	municipality	of	Overpelt	is	
exceptionally well endowed with mills. Moreover, the oldest 
watermills	ever	found	in	the	archives	were	also	in	Overpelt,	
and	a	number	of	them	can	still	be	admired.	Overpelt	also	
likes to promote itself as an artistic municipality: plenty of 
opportunity to enjoy local art, for instance in various 
sculpture	gardens.	Overpelt	also	has	two	walking	areas	that	
are	wonderful	to	spend	time	in:	Dommelvallei	Overpelt	and	
Holven/Plat. 

For waterway users 
Overpelt	does	not	have	its	own	mooring	facilities.	The	
nearest transient harbour is called Welvaart; it is in Neerpelt, 
a	good	two	kilometres	from	Overpelt.	There	is	also	a	landing	
stage in Sint-Huibrechts-Lille with space for twelve boats. 

Hints:
•	 	Sculpture	gardens	(1)
•	 Youth	centre	and	’t	Pelterke	play	area	(2)
•	 Dommelslag	swimming	pool	(3)
•	 Mill	museum
•	 Mills	along	the	Dommel
•	 Cycling	and	walking	in	the	countryside	(4)

Contact
Municipal Tourist Service
Jeugdlaan	2,	3900	Overpelt
Tel.: +32 (0)11-516963
More information: www.overpelt.be 

Lommel
The town of Lommel, a tourist spot in the 
Kempen area of Belgian Limburg, is a genuine 
green oasis and commercial centre. It has many 
hectares of pristine nature, splendid dune and 
heath landscapes, sky-blue lakes and ponds, and 
extensive contiguous woodlands with signpos-
ted rambling paths.  

A unique landscape, and the hottest weather in Belgium in 
the summer: the Sahara. This 200-hectare nature area is 
predominated by (white) sand and water. Lommel is more 
than just nature, though – this lively town has plenty of 
cultural things to offer too, including the regional tourist/
visitor centre, the museum De Kolonie, the estate De Groote 
Hoef with its mill museum, the Glazen Huis (the Flemish 
centre for modern glass art) and the extensive German 
military cemetery, which are certainly all worth visiting. 

For waterway users
De Meerpaal marina is situated in the woods on the 
Bocholt-Herentals canal, about nine kilometres from the 
centre. De Meerpaal has forty mooring places with luxury 

facilities. There are electricity connections for each boat.  
The harbour is lit and there are sanitary facilities. The 
harbour has a pub with a good atmosphere. In addition, 
various cycling and walking routes are marked out in the 
immediate vicinity of the marina. Lommel is linked to the 
world-famous Limburg cycle route network. 

Hints:
•	 	Glazen	Huis,	the	Flemish	centre	for	modern	glass	art	(1)
•	 Museum	De	Kolonie
•	 	Heuvelse	Weide	barefoot	ramble,	 

leaving from De Meerpaal marina (4)
•	 	Center	Parcs:	the	‘Aqua	Mundo’	(2)	subtropical	swimming	

paradise, the ‘Discovery Bay’ indoor theme world and the 
Parelstrand and Blauwe Meer recreational areas

•	 Walking	in	the	Lommelse	Sahara	(3)
•	 Regional	Tourist/Visitor	Centre,	Lommel

Contact
Toerisme Lommel vzw
Dorp 14, 3920 Lommel
Tel.: +32 (0)11-540221
More information: www.toerismelommel.be

Neerpelt
The municipality of Neerpelt consists of the 
towns of Neerpelt and Sint-Huibrechts-Lille.  
The River Dommel forms part of the natural 
boundary with the adjacent municipality of 
Overpelt. The absence of industry makes 
Neerpelt an attractive municipality for tourists. 

It is delightful to ramble or cycle through the nearby 
Hageven nature reserve or through the three splendid 
walking paths in Neerpelt. You can choose from walking 
routes, cycling routes and bridle paths. And there is no 
shortage of pubs, cyclists’ cafes and eateries and ice-cream 
parlours. As well as visiting the Lilse Molen (mill) in 
Sint-Huibrechts-Lille, it is very much worth while visiting the 
Teutonic village itself. Any nature lover or music lover will 
enjoy the ‘wood of sounds’, where a permanent collection 
of sound-producing installations has been set up outdoors 
in Domein Dommelhof. Numerous events are also 
organised every year in Neerpelt (3).

For waterway users 
Neerpelt-Centrum has its own transient harbour, known as 

Welvaart (2). Additionally, it is also possible to moor in 
Sint-Huibrechts-Lille. The harbour Welvaart in Neerpelt-
Centrum has space for twelve boats. There is also a car park 
next to it with all the facilities needed for 10 camper vans. 
The mooring is within walking distance from the centre of 
Neerpelt. Tourists may stay in the transient harbour free of 
charge for a maximum of 2 nights. Collective electricity and 
drinking water facilities are present.

Hints: 
•	 	A	trip	down	the	Dommel
•	 	The	Klankenbos	(‘wood	of	sounds’)	in	the	Provinciaal	

Domein Dommelhof (4)
•	 Lilse	Molen	(mill)	(1)
•	 Teutonic	houses	in	Sint-Huibrechts-Lille
•	 Two	play	areas:	Bosuil	and	Scoutsrally
•	 Hageven	nature	reserve
•	 Walks	at	Grote	Heide,	Sint-Huibrechts-Lille	and	Kolis

Contact
Neerpelt Municipal Tourist Services
Kerkstraat 7, 3910 Neerpelt
Tel.: +32 (0)11-809746
More information: www.neerpelt.be

Maasmechelen
The Belgian municipality of Maasmechelen has a 
lot to offer. It is a real Maasland municipality with 
typical Maas villages like Leut and Meeswijk, as well 
as being a mining municipality with a lot of mining 
heritage. You can explore the area very well from 
Maasmechelen, on foot, by bicycle or by bus. 
Nature, culture or shops - Maasmechelen has 
something for everyone!

There is a big contrast between old and new in 
Maasmechelen.	On	one	hand,	its	mining	past	still	clearly	
shows, but on the other hand its centre is very modern. 
Those who like shopping can enjoy the various shopping 
centres	and	the	well-known	Maasmechelen	Village	Outlet	
Shopping to their hearts’ content. The many nature areas 
that surround Maasmechelen, such as the Rivierpark 
Maasvallei and the Hoge Kempen National Park, are ideal 
places to explore on foot or by bicycle. 

For waterway users
The transient harbour at Maasmechelen lies on cycle 
network junction 55 and is close to junction 60. The landing 

stage	is	right	next	to	Maasmechelen	Village	Outlet	Shopping	
and has approximately 20 landing places for passing boats. 
Your boat can be connected to the electricity network in the 
harbour after you have paid a deposit and a small fee. There 
are various cafés and restaurants in the vicinity of the 
landing place, as well as the Maasmechelen tourist service. 
There are a lot of shops nearby; the centre of Maasmechelen 
is a good four kilometres away.  

Hints:
•	 Hoge	Kempen	National	Park	(2)
•	 Maasmechelen	Village	Outlet	Centre	(1)
•	 The	Maas	village	of	Leut	with	Vilain	XIIII	Castle
•	 Miner’s	house	museum	(	3)
•	 Eisden	village	Saturday	market
•	 The	hanging	gardens
•	 The	Kruinenpad	(path,	4)

Contact
Maasmechelen Tourism
Zetellaan 35, 3630 Maasmechelen
Tel.: +32 (0)89-769888 – toerisme@maasmechelen.be
More information: www.maasmechelen.be

Lanaken
Lanaken lies in the very south of the Maas Border 
area, just five kilometres from Maastricht. This 
Belgian Limburg municipality is known as the 
crossroads of four regions: Maasland, Haspen-
gouw, Kempen and Mergelland. Lanaken has been 
renowned since 2008 because it includes Oud-
Rekem, ‘the most beautiful village in Flanders’.

The unspoiled brook valleys and large nature areas make 
Lanaken an outstanding tourist attraction. The landscape is 
criss-crossed by rambling and cycling paths. In and around 
Lanaken there is the Limburg cycle route network, which 
offers no less than 2,000 kilometres for those who love to 
cycle. There are numerous top restaurants, small eateries or 
cosy brasseries en route. There are also lots of shops and 
cultural and historical options too. 

For waterway users
Lanaken has two landing places for recreational waterway 
users.	You	can	moor	in	the	canal	basin	in	Oud-Rekem,	at	
d’Aspremont-Lynden	Castle	(1).	The	distance	from	Oud-
Rekem to Lanaken is six kilometres. It is three kilometres to 

Rekem. You can find a landing place in Smeermaas near the 
former customs office. The centre of Lanaken is a good 3 
kilometres from the landing stage in Smeermaas. It is only 
one kilometre to Smeermaas and five to Maastricht. Neither 
of these landing places has any facilities. 

Hints: 
•	 		Oud-Rekem,	nominated	as	the	Most	Beautiful	Village	
 in Flanders in 2008 (2,3)
•	 Children’s	farm	and	Pietersheim	Castle	Park	(4)
•	 Hoge	Kempen	National	Park
•	 Landmarks
•	 Danny	Beinsberger:	glazier’s	workshop

Contact
Toerisme Lanaken vzw
Koning Albertlaan 110, 3620 Lanaken
Tel.: +32 (0)89 722467
More information: www.toerismelanaken.be
Oud-Rekem Tourist Information Office  
Kanaalstraat 11, 3621 Rekem

Maastricht
Maastricht has 1,666 historic monuments and 
numerous museums, interspersed with 
high-profile architecture. This makes the city on 
the Maas the backdrop for a cultural voyage of 
discovery. But you’ve also come to the right place 
if you want a day to shop till you drop.

Those who like the good life are sure to have a great time in 
Maastricht. From Michelin-rated restaurants to cosy pubs 
serving food – there’s something for everyone. Explore the 
historic inner city during a city walking tour (with a city tour 
guide, if you want) which starts from the local VVV tourist 
office. Those who love to cycle can enjoy the vicinity of 
Maastricht by making the most of the cycle route network  
of Zuid-Limburg and Belgian Limburg. 

For waterway users
Maastricht has two mooring locations: the historic city 
harbour called ’t Bassin and the Pietersplas. The ’t Bassin 
harbour is in the centre of Maastricht. It can accommodate 
seventy boats. Transients can moor in the harbour for a 
maximum of 14 consecutive days. There are various 

facilities, including sanitary facilities. A modern marina with 
high-quality facilities can also be found just two kilometres 
south of Maastricht. This harbour, built in 1993, comprises a 
comfortable mooring system with very spacious berths. 

Hints:
•	 Historic	inner	city	(1,	4)
•	 Sint	Servaas	treasure	chamber
•	 Bonnefanten	Museum	(2)
•	 Maastricht	fortifications
•	 Vrijthof	(3)
•	 Onze	Lieve	Vrouweplein

Contact
VVV tourist office Maastricht
Kleine Staat 1, 6211 ED Maastricht
Tel.: +31 (0)43-3252121
More information: www.vvvmaastricht.eu

Bree
Bree is a beautiful little Belgian town near the 
Dutch border. Remains of a lively history can be 
found everywhere in the old town centre of Bree, 
such as the medieval street pattern. Bree has six 
subcentres: Gerdingen, Beek, ’t Hasselt, Opitter, 
Tongerlo and Vostert, which are all worth visiting.

Bree is more than a thousand years old. Its centre is small 
but romantic with the pattern of an old fortified town. With 
the many shops, cafés and restaurants and listed buildings 
the town centre is very lively. The most impressive 
monument is the restored Augustinian monastery in the 
centre of the town, which is currently used as the town hall. 
There are many events in Bree every year. The municipality 
of Bree is surrounded by the cross-border nature reserve 
Kempenbroek. With an area of 6,500 hectares, including  
a silent area and hides for bird-watching, it is a magnificent 
place for rambling. Bree lies on the cross-border Kempen 
and Maasland cycle route network.

For waterway users 
Bree has two beautifully situated landing stages (3) from 
which you can get to the centres of Bree and Tongerlo easily 
and quickly on foot or by bicycle (2).

Hints:
•	 Centre	of	Bree	with	17th	century	buildings	(1)
•	 Nature	area	De	Luysen	in	Kempenbroek	(4)
•	 	Opitter	(Bree)	with	the	Sint	Trudo’s	church,	Antwerp	

passion altarpiece and small play areas for children.
•	 	Tongerlo	(Bree)	with	15th	century	Gothic	church	of	 

Sint Pieter

Contact
Bree	Tourist	Information	Office
Markt z/n, 3960 Bree
Tel.: +32 (0)89-848561
More information: www.bree.be

Kinrooi
Kinrooi lies on the rain-fed River Maas, in the 
very north-western corner of Belgium. It has  
had five sub-municipalities since 1971: Ophoven, 
Geistingen, Kessenich, Molenbeersel and 
Kinrooi. Kessenich is the oldest village.  

Opposite	the	neogothic	Sint	Martinus	church	in	Kessenich	
are the ruins of a massive twelfth-century octagonal citadel 
tower. Kinrooi has become a real municipality for water 
sports since the extraction of gravel in the outer reaches of 
the River Maas. Those who like water can enjoy all kinds of 
water sports here, or go on boat trips or visit the beautiful ‘de 
Steenberg’ beach. The municipality of Kinrooi is green as well 
as blue, though, because Kinrooi and the surrounding areas 
offer	a	range	of	cycling	and	walking	opportunities.	Just	walk	
along signposted paths in the nature areas and woods of the 
cross-border ‘Kempen-Broek’ area and ‘Drie Eigen’ in the 
Maas valley. Follow the blue numbered signposts of the 
cross-border ‘Kempen en Maasland’ cycle route network or 
cycle along one of the theme routes: the Molenroute and the 
Maasvaartroute. The three windmills and two watermills 
give the municipality its reputation as a municipality of mills.

For waterway users
De	Spaanjerd	marina	(1)	in	Ophoven	has	space	for	930	
sailing boats and/or cabin boats of up to 35 metres in 
length. De Spaanjerd is one of the best extended marinas on 
the Maas: it has floating landing stages, protected parking 
spaces, a trailer ramp, a mast crane, a gas station, a shipyard 
and a camping park with all mod cons. There are four 
catering venues near the harbour. The distance from the 
harbour	to	the	centre	of	Ophoven	is	one	kilometre.

Hints:
•	 Borgitter	castle	(4)
•	 	Three	windmills:	Keijersmolen	and	Zorgvlietmolen	in	

Molenbeersel, and Lemmensmolen in Kinrooi.
•	 Neogothic	Sint	Martinus	church	and	the	village	Kessenich	(2)
•	 Nature	areas:	Stramprooierbroek,	Zig-Goort,	Drie	Eigen
•	 Numerous	opportunities	for	water	recreation	(3)

Contact
Kinrooi	Tourism	Information	Office
Maasstraat	82	box	3,	3640	Kinrooi-Ophoven
Tel.: +32 (0)89-564736
More information: www.toerismekinrooi.be 
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